Sunday, January 21, 2024
33th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 8

Troparion:
Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One! Thou didst accept the three-day burial to free us from

our sufferings! O Lord, our Life and Resurrection: glory to Thee!

O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of Christ, in spite of our honor and devotion we are unable to give
you worthy praise, through your glorious and noble birth your mother’s childlessness was ended, your
father’s tongue was freed, and the incarnation of the Son of God was proclaimed to the world.

Kontakion:
By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the dead and resurrect Adam. Eve exults in Thy Resurrection,
and the world celebrates Thy Rising from the dead, O greatly Merciful One!

Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator, despise not the entreating cry
of us sinners, but in your goodness come speedily to help us who call on you in faith. Hasten to hear our
petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos, For you always ever protect those who honor you!

Prokeimenon in the 8th Tone:
Pray and make your vows before the Lord our God!
(Vs.) In Judah God is known; His name is great in Israel!

Epistle:
The reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Colossians. (Col.1:12-18)

Brethren, give thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
He has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us

to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the
image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation; for in Him all things were created, in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities - all things were
created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. He is the
head of the body, the church; He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead, that in everything He might
be pre-eminent.

Alleluia Verses:
Come let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our Savior!
(Vs.) Let us come before His face with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise!

Gospel:
The Holy Gospel According to St. Matthew. (Chapter 22:1-14)

The Lord told this parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who made a marriage feast for his son.
And he sent his servants to call in those invited to the marriage feast, but they would not come. Again he
sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, behold, | have prepared my dinner; my oxen
and fatlings are killed, and everything is ready; come to the marriage feast.” But they made light of it, and
went off, one to his own farm, and another to his business; and the rest laid hold of his servants, treated
them shamefully, and killed them. But when the king heard of it, he was angry; and he sent his armies,
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The marriage feast indeed
is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy; go therefore to the crossroads, and invite to the
marriage feast whomever you shall find.” And his servants went out into the roads and gathered all those
they found, both good and bad; and the marriage feast was filled with guests. Now the king went in to see
the guests, and he saw there a man who had not on a wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how
did you come in here without a wedding garment?’ But he was speechless. Then the king said to the
attendants, ‘Bind his hands and feet, take hold of him, and throw him out into the darkness, where there
will be weeping and the gnashing of teeth.” For many are called but few are chosen.”



